[Prognostic value of lactate determination in cerebral malaria in the Cameroonian child].
In this study, we investigated the disturbances of glucose metabolism in 61 Cameroonian children aged 1 to 15 years old, infected with cerebral malaria and severe malaria cases admitted in hospitals in Yaoundé. Parasitaemia in the two groups was respectively 8.10 +/- 0.35% in cerebral malaria group and 4.47 +/- 0.84% in those admitted for severe malaria. The majority of our patients (n = 42) had normal glycaemia, while 15 cases were hyperglycemic and only 4 subjects all belonging to the cerebral malaria group were hypoglycemic. No case of hyperinsulinaemia was recorded. The level of lactate was higher in 74% of patients (19 over 26) admitted for cerebral malaria virsus 37% patients (13 over 35) admitted for severe cases. We found a positive correlation between the level of parasite and that of lactate (P < 0.01 r = 0.47). Whereas no positive correlation was found in one hand between the level of parasite and glycaemia, the level of parasites and insulin, and in the other hand between glycaemia and the level of lactate, glycaemia and insulin.